Rural Municipality of Eastern Kings

Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, February 23, 2021

In attendance:

Mayor Grace Cameron, Deputy Mayor Danelle Elliott, Councillor David Stewart, Councillor Anne

McPhee, Councillor Arthur Baker, Councillor Bradley MacDonald and Chief Administrative
Officer (CAO) Sonya Martin

Regrets:
Councillor Bernadette Mclnnis

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Grace Cameron at 6:16 p.m. A quorum was present
so the meeting could proceed.

2. Conflicts of Interest Declaration — Individual Councillors
Mayor Cameron asked if there were any conflicts of interest in regards to the Agenda. Hearing
none the meeting continued.

3. Agenda Approval
It was moved by Councillor Anne McPhee and seconded by Councillor Bradley MacDonald to
adopt the agenda as presented. All were in favour and the motion was carried.

4. Minutes Approval

Mayor Cameron asked Council to review the February 09, 2021 Council meeting minutes for
any errors or omissions. Hearing none, it was moved by Councillor Bradley MacDonald to and
seconded by Councillor Arthur Baker approve the minutes as presented. All were in favour and
the motion was carried.

5. New Business

a) James and Dawn McCloskey — Development Application for PID 1054238-000 located at
9 Clearview Lane, Red Point, PE — Mayor Cameron reviewed pertinent details of the file with
Council. As this is an undersized lot, a waiver is required from Council.

It was resolved the Rural Municipality of Eastern Kings Council authorize the Development
Officer to issue a Development Permit to James and Katherine Dawn McCloskey without their
adherence to Sections 5.29 (a) and (b) of the Subdivision and Development Control Bylaw.

It was moved by Councillor Anne McPhee and seconded by Councillor Bradley MacDonald to
adopt the resolution as presented. All were in favour and the resolution was approved.
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6. Old Business

a) RMEK Small Grants Bylaw and new application form

The CAO provided Council with a package including a draft of the Small Grants Bylaw and a
new application form, along with a sample bylaw and policy templates and input from Councillor
Bernadette Mclnnis. Council was invited to peruse the documents and provide input on
changes, with particular attention to the goals/objectives section to ensure it is clear what
Council intends to accomplish with the grants.

Deputy Mayor Danelle Elliott volunteered to assist with the continuing work on the Bylaw and
Application Form to ensure work is completed for the 2021-22 grants.

The CAO gave an overview of the small grants which had been approved for the 2020-2021
fiscal year. With the exception of the Eastern Kings Senior Neighbours’ Club, all groups have
spent their funds and the Neighbours’ Club is working on a final project to utilize the remaining
funds prior to the end of the fiscal year. The CAO is to contact the recipients of the 2020-2021
funding to see if they would make a brief presentation at the meeting on March 9.

b) Budget Review for Fiscal Year 2021-2022

The review focused on the items which were questioned at the February 9" Council Meeting,
including:

¢ The Property Tax Assessments for 2021 were confirmed via the Municipal Assessment
and Property Charges Online (MAPCO); final figures will be obtained when the Tax Roll
is received from the Province;

There was no appetite to increase the tax rate for the upcoming fiscal year:

* An additional amount of $3000 was added to revenues for refund of previous year's
HST;

e It was agreed that an increase in office space rent was warranted, that is, an increase
from the current $16.15 per square foot to $18.00 per square foot which is an acceptable
rental for office space in the Eastern Kings areas;

e If further funding support is required by the Community Centre, a case will have to be
made for an increase in the current grant of $7800;

e It was agreed that the increase in salary and hours proposed for the CAO and the
increase in hours for the Development Officer were appropriate; as well, the honouraria
for the Mayor and Council, pending recommendations of the Remuneration Commission:;

e It was agreed that $2500 should be set in reserve for the upcoming election in 2022; the
remaining funding for the election would come from the 2021-2022 budget:;

e Small grants funding will be reduced to $8000 and the remaining funds of $2019 will be
put in the contingency fund; and

e This will leave a balanced, but very tight, budget for the upcoming fiscal year.

The Financial Plan will be presented to the community on March 9™, at the Community Centre
at 7PM.
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7. Adjournment

At 7:44 p.m., it was moved by Councillor Arthur Baker and seconded by Councillor Bradley
MacDonald that the meeting be adjourned. All were in favour and the motion was carried.

Signed in accordance
Municipal Government Act S.116(4)

Sz Alpsofi 7, RoA/

Gpaée Cameron — Mayor Date

e Ot TS el 26, 202

Sonya Martin £ Chief Administrative Officer Date
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